SECURE THE FUTURE®

Care and Support for Women and Children with HIV/AIDS

Focus on: Pediatric AIDS Corps and

Children’s Clinical Centres of Excellence

The first class of 52 doctors of the Pediatric AIDS Corps arrived in Africa in August 2006 to treat children and their families with HIV/AIDS.  The Pediatric AIDS Corps was created through a partnership of Bristol-Myers Squibb’s SECURE THE FUTURE( program and Baylor College of Medicine to greatly expand medical care and treatment for HIV/AIDS-infected infants and children in resource limited settings.  The pediatricians and family practitioners are working from a network of Children’s HIV/AIDS Clinical Centres of Excellence, five of which were funded by Bristol-Myers Squibb’s SECURE THE FUTURE.  This network is operated by Baylor College of Medicine, and includes both the Clinical Centers of Excellence, as well as remote clinic locations in Botswana, Burkina Faso, Lesotho, Malawi, Swaziland, Tanzania, and Uganda. Enrollment in the outreach and satellite sites has more than doubled from 2,234 when the PAC arrived (September, 2006) to 5,706 (April, 2007).  

The arrival of these doctors in sub-Saharan Africa significantly expands care and treatment of children with HIV in these resource-limited locations.  In addition, the initiative is intended to reverse  “brain drain” in these countries; the phenomenon whereby health professionals  leave to seek higher paying employment in other countries.  Pediatric AIDS Corps doctors not only treat children and their families but also train local health professionals to continue and extend the reach of the Corps by building local health  capacity.

All five of the Bristol-Myers Squibb Children’s Clinical Centers of Excellence in Africa are currently operational.  The first opened in Botswana in 2003 and currently has 4,387 children receiving care, with 2,185 of those on highly active antiretroviral treatment.  The Baylor-Bristol-Myers Squibb Children’s Clinical Center of Excellence opened in Lesotho in December 2005, in Swaziland in February 2006.  The Centers of Excellence in Uganda and Burkina Faso are still under construction, although both already are operational in transitional facilities. The network will expand shortly with an additional center, which will include several smaller satellite facilities, in Kisumu, Kenya.  

The Baylor-Bristol-Myers Squibb Children’s Clinical Centers of Excellence are each funded through $2 million grant awards from Bristol-Myers Squibb SECURE THE FUTURE.  The facilities have large outpatient clinics, procedure rooms, pharmacies, small laboratories and state-of-the-art training facilities.

The Pediatric AIDS Corps will send over 50 doctors per year for five years to sub-Saharan Africa.  Dr. Mark Kline, President of the Baylor International Pediatric AIDS Initiative, has estimated that “one pediatrician can prevent approximately 1,300 AIDS deaths in children per year.” Through the combined efforts of the Pediatric AIDS Corps, approximately 100,000 children will be placed on HAART treatment over the next 5 years.

Bristol-Myers Squibb and the Bristol-Myers Squibb Foundation’s SECURE THE FUTURE® initiative provide $22.5 million to fund the Pediatric AIDS Corps and Baylor College of Medicine provides another $10 million.  

For more information, please visit www.securethefuture.com and www.bayloraids.org.

