SECURE THE FUTURE Enters Critical New Phase – To Act as Technical Advisor and Resource for Expanding Its Impact and Lessons Learned to Other Regions around the World

When SECURE THE FUTURE, Bristol-Myers Squibb’s groundbreaking program to help women and children infected and affected by HIV/AIDS in Africa, was first launched in 1999, an initial $100 million commitment in funding, plus other support throughout the company and the Bristol-Myers Squibb Foundation, set the bar for others to follow.  They have done so.  By 2007, billions of dollars in private and public monies have poured into the continent to help address serious issues around HIV/AIDS.  

Now in its eighth year, the initiative has focused many of its efforts going forward on children – and their families -- through the establishment and operation of the world’s first Pediatric AIDS Corps of physicians, a growing network of Children’s Centers of Excellence to treat HIV-infected children and their families, new orphan care centers, and replicating community-based treatment and support models and expanding and mother-to-children transmission prevention programs.  

Over that same eight year period – much has been learned and models have been developed – with some 200 initiatives completed -- particularly in creating innovative approaches to provide comprehensive treatment and care at the community level in resource-limited areas.  A curriculum and kit of tools that can be used and experiences built upon is now available for dissemination.  First initiated with five programs in five countries in southern Africa, community based treatment support programs have now been replicated in West Africa and are being expanded across the continent. More is possible.

In a newly defined effort, SECURE THE FUTURE has now committed additional resources to help take lessons learned over the past eight years and work with governments, NGOs and other funders to apply community-based approaches in the fight against HIV/AIDS in other parts of Africa and the world.

Beginning in 2008, SECURE THE FUTURE will become a technical assistance and skills transfer program, capitalizing on the programs funding and program management experience and expertise and recognition as a committed private/public partnership program. A wide range of capacity building resources and programs, including its Community Based Treatment Support Program Manual and Tool Kit – a public health tool made available in mid 2007 – will be offered primarily in Africa but also to the rest of the world by SECURE THE FUTURE’s own staff and grant recipients. “The aim,” says Bristol-Myers Squibb Foundation president John Damonti, “is to replicate SECURE THE FUTURE lessons, experiences and successful models, address what we consider to be a strategic challenge of operational multi-sectoral collaborations in HIV and possibly other chronic conditions while sustaining demonstration programs.

“By extending SECURE THE FUTURE into a technical advisory resource, we intend to work with governments and NGOs on scaling up treatment and care programs tailored to their specific needs,” he adds.  “In addition to our own staff, we are creating a faculty of advisors drawn from our grant partners and the dozens of Africa-based experts who have been an integral part of our Technical Advisory Committees, including physicians, scientists, community workers and public health experts representing leading local institutions and organizations.  They understand the issues and have helped develop appropriate solutions over a considerable period of time.  With an impressive track record of achievement, we will be asking many of them to work with us to help expand to other parts of the world, what we have learned and the specific methods that can be used to accomplish critical public health objectives in the continuing battle against HIV/AIDS.”

In the coming months, as part of this new phase in its growth, SECURE THE FUTURE expects to fund teams to work with partners on the ground to help develop and adapt community based treatment support programs through technical assistance and knowledge transfers, as well as in seeding innovative projects in the field.

