ORENCIA PLUS closure
The ORENCIA Plus program will be closing on October 31, 2019. We are proud to have been able to
provide this service for 11 years for over 4,500 patients, with approximately 55,000 home visits all
over Australia.
To continue treatment on ORENCIA1, there are a number of alternative options for patients currently
enrolled in the ORENCIA PLUS program including:


Patients with private health insurance may be able to utilise alternative home infusion
services (these differ by state)



Attend an alternative local infusion centre



Transition to ORENCIA Subcutaneous (safety syringe or auto-injector) which patients can
administer themselves. Both injection devices are designed for easy use by patients or
their caregiver.

Please contact your Doctor who will be able to advise and find the best solution for you.

Q&A
Q1. What is the difference between subcutaneous and intravenous ORENCIA treatment?
A: Subcutaneous ORENCIA is given as an injection under the skin, whereas intravenous ORENCIA is
given as an infusion into the vein over 30 minutes.

Q2. Is the subcutaneous version of ORENCIA as effective and safe as the intravenous version?
A: Yes. Both formulation have shown similar efficacy and safety in a clinical trial specifically designed
to compare the two formulations2. Please talk to your Doctor who can discuss this with you.

Q3. Is the SQ formulation effective in patients over 60 kilos?
A: Yes. Both types of ORENCIA work regardless of body weight3,4. Please talk to your Doctor who can
discuss this with you.
Q4. How do I travel while being on ORENCIA?
A: ORENCIA should be stored between 2°C to 8°C. Do not freeze it. The ORENCIA patient kit available
to all patients on ORENCIA contains a travel cooler bag and an ice pack. Please note that the travel
cooler bag cannot guarantee the recommended storage temperature between 2°C to 8°C. Please
refrigerate your ORENCIA as soon as you reach your destination.
Q5. Who can give me more information?
A: Please contact your doctor if you have any questions about your treatment or condition.
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