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DATE: 3/30/2017 
FROM: Nicole Peterson, Associate Director, Corporate Giving, Markets 

Bristol Myers Squibb 
RE: Request for Proposals 
Response 
Due Date  

Response must be received by 5/19/2017 

RFP Topic Create a heightened national awareness of AFIB and its link to stroke through 
community based activities that: 

• Help identify individuals with asymptomatic AF; and 
• Create a sense of urgency to seek treatment.    

Intended 
Audience 

General public of older adults in the 65+ age group who have one or more 
associated risk factors, placing them at a higher risk for heart disease and 
stroke   

Geographic 
Region 

U.S. only 

RFP 
Rationale 

The evolution of healthcare technologies provides faster, easier and more cost 
effective ways to diagnose and treat patients; including those with AFIB. It is 
estimated that more than 5 million people in the United States are diagnosed 
with NVAF and an additional 3 million have atrial fibrillation and don’t know it.1. 
If the incidence of NVAF continues to increase as projected, more than 12 
million Americans will have NVAF by 20301. Undiagnosed patients can be 
asymptomatic or have atypical AF symptoms though the majority of patients 
with AFIB are not symptomatic. Without proper diagnosis and treatment, NVAF 
patients are at increased risk for stroke and thromboembolic disease2. The risk 
of stroke is increased approximately 5-fold in all NVAF patients compared to 
those without the disease2, 3. Up to 20% of all strokes are caused by AFIB. 
(AHA)  Patients who have AFIB and are treated with anticoagulation have a 
reduced risk of stroke by as much as 60%.   If patients do suffer an NVAF-
related stroke, there is an increased risk of death and that the stroke will be 
more severe4, 5.  

 
1. Colilla S et al. Am J Cardiol. 2013;pii: S0002-9149(13)01288. 
2. Wolf PA et al. Stroke. 1991;22:983–8. 
3. Fuster V et al. Circulation. 2011;123:e269-e367.  
4. Hylek EM et al. N Engl J Med. 2003;349(11):1019-1026. 
5. Marini C et al. Stroke. 2005;36:1115-1119. 

Length of 
Proposed 
Project 

18 months 

Preference will be given to those proposals that address ALL of the following:  

1. Overview of 
requesting 
organization 

Please describe the organization requesting the grant, including its 
mission, confirmation of its status as a non-profit entity, a list of key 
officers and staff who will direct the program; and descriptions of 
other participating organizations/partners 

2. Goals & 
Implementation 
Plan 

Provide a clear description of the program goals, implementation 
plan, target audience, and a timeline with a detailed breakdown for 
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each of the proposed activities. Consideration will be given to 
proposals that include all of the following elements:  

1) Community based screenings programs/events  

2) identifying and triaging for the appropriate audience   

3) strategy for participant recruitment  

4) a program design that can be reproduced  

5) methods to assure that every person screened has an exit 
interview with a qualified health care provider   

6) patient/caregiver education focused on creating a heightened 
awareness of the increased risk of stroke associated with NVAF, 
signs and symptoms and an overview of available treatments 
including highlighted the effectiveness of anticoagulation in reducing 
the risk of stroke associated with NVAF.  

 

3. Tactics Specify how the program will introduce new ideas, innovation/ 
technology, with capabilities to increase awareness and detection of 
NVAF and anticoagulation to reduce the risk of stroke associated 
with NVAF. Describe how the program will serve as a model for 
others. Please indicate whether or not you have executed similar 
types of activities before; if yes, please include a description (a link 
to the program, if available/applicable), and describe the program 
results. Comment on the program’s achievements, lessons learned, 
and how the experience will inform the proposed program. Please 
indicate whether or not the proposed program will be integrated into 
an existing program; if yes, please describe the existing program and 
how the proposed activities will be incorporated. 

4. Budget In addition to providing the organization’s most recent year’s Tax 
Form 990, please provide a detailed budget for each of the proposed 
activities. Please include justification for the requested amount, 
follow all of the guidelines in the online submission process, point out 
areas where you have identified opportunities for cost savings; and 
provide as much detail as possible on the intended expenditures. 
Proposals that have multiple sponsors will be given priority. 

Multiple awards will be granted in an estimated average funding 
amount of $150,000 per project. 
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5.  Reach & Impact With regards to your proposed program’s intended audience, please 
specify the number of people that you plan to reach. Explain how the 
program could lead to a reduction in the risk of stroke associated 
with NVAF. 

6. Collaboration Describe how your organization will collaborate with other 
organizations (e.g. advocacy organizations, professional societies, 
medical societies) to draw from therapeutic expertise and experience 
on stroke risk reduction in NVAF. List your existing partnerships and 
provide examples of how you have partnered with each in the past. 
Please provide the names of the organizations that you intend to 
partner with for the proposed activity(s), and explain how you will 
work with them. 

7. Evaluation Specify how you will define and measure success for each of the 
proposed activities; indicate how the program will be measured and 
evaluated, and how the results will be reported. Please be specific 
about what data you will collect and the data collection process. 

8. Reporting Please specify the descriptive and evaluative reporting of program 
results that you will provide. Reports are required every 6 months 
and a final report is due at the conclusion of the funded activities.  

9. Sustainability/ 
Replicability 

Describe specific plans to broadly disseminate the proposed 
program’s results and ensure sustainability beyond the funding 
period. Explain how the proposed program could be replicated in 
other geographic regions or to address other types of audiences. 

Important 
Reminder  

Bristol-Myers Squibb and Pfizer will have no influence over the 
program’s content or development. 

How to submit 
your response 

Proposals must be submitted online at 
http://www.bms.com/responsibility/grantsandgiving/support/pages/de
fault.aspx by 5/19/2017 
 
Please reference RFP Code: RFP-17-CG-102  

Contact 
Information for 
questions 

Please contact Nicole Peterson at 609-302-3696 or 
nicole.peterson@bms.com with any questions regarding the grant 
submission process. 
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